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echoed with the fiery words of the greatest of the
Protestant preachers, it was a foolhardy action.
No one can say why the priest should have en-
gaged in so provocative a sacrament at such a
time. Courage was not only on the side of the
Protestants-, and the most probable explanation is
that the priest wanted to show his contempt for
the Reformers whatever might be the cost to
himself. It has been suggested that the priest was
a fool who did not realise the danger that he was
running, but it is hard to believe that any man
could be unaware that to perform mass before an
audience which had just been hearing about the
iniquity of the sacrament and those who celebrated
it was to run a terrible risk.
Whatever his intention, the result of his action is
not in doubt. A boy shouted out that it was
" intolerable, that when God, by His word, hath
plainly damned idolatry, we shall stand and see
it used in despite." The priest struck the boy,
who responded by throwing a stone at the
Catholic. The words attributed to the inter-
rupter do not suggest a boy, but that he should
have gone to church with a stone in his pocket
certainly does. His missile missed the priest, but
it crashed against an image, which came tumbling
to the ground. The fall of the image was followed
by pandemonium. The Reformers rushed for-
ward and tore down the other images, smashed the
altar, broke the windows, and thoroughly gutted